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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

June 18, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman 

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert J. Bamber 

Also Present:  

              Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

              Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order at 7PM by Mr. Sheehan in 

the Community Room of the Police and Fire Station, located at 137 Nahatan Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of May 7, 2018, seconded by Mr.  

Paciorkowski. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for Plie Barre Studio- 650 Washington Street- 

Caitlin Caulfield, Applicant 

Ms. Caulfield is proposing to install a primary wall sign for her business Plie Barre Studio.   

Mr. Deschenes stated that the proposed sign is 17.5 S.F. which makes it in compliance with 

section 6.2.16.2 of the Zoning Bylaws.  Mr. Deschenes recommend approval of the sign. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the sign at 650 Washington Street, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 
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PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS 

Endorsement of Official Site Plan for 940-958 Boston Providence Highway 

The Planning Board Members signed pages 1 and 3 of the Official Site Plan for 940-958 

Boston Providence Highway. 

31 Providence Highway McDonald’s Landscaping 

An inspection of the property occurred on November 28, 2017 by Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. 

Deschenes and a letter was submitted to Ms. Lynn Ciminello that detailed all of the problems 

with the landscaping.  Problems with the landscaping included the plantings being too small, 

not complying with the requirements of the Zoning Bylaw, section 6.4.2. Landscape Plantings, 

to areas that were not landscaped and just covered with trap rock.  Due to the completion of 

the McDonald’s building being done in December, an extension to May 1, 2018 to fix the 

landscape problems were approved. 

In April 2018, Ms. Ciminello called Mr. Halkiotis to request an extension of time to resolve 

the landscape problems, due to a late spring and a series of severe storms in March, an 

extension to June 1, 2018 was granted.   

On May 15, 2018, Mr. Deschenes and Mr. Halkiotis met with Ms. Ciminello, her landscaper, 

and another representative from McDonalds to discuss the landscape problems.  At the 

meeting, they indicated that they did not want to follow the approved landscape plan in several 

locations of the property.  They did not want to provide shrubs that were a minimum of 30” 

high, a requirement of section 6.4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw.  In order to make changes to the 

approved landscape plan, the Planning Board would have to approve the changes.   

On June 7, 2018, Mr. Deschenes and Ms. Holmwood conducted a follow up inspections.  

While conducting their inspection, it became apparent that the majority of the shrubs were not 

properly planted, were still wrapped in twine, and had their tags attached resulting in many 

dead and dying shrubs. The proper landscape plan was not followed, it did not meet the 

standards set in section 6.4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, and the property was in violation of its 

Special Permit.   

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to send a letter to McDonalds detailing the violations of 

the landscape plan and request that a representative from McDonalds attend a Planning Board 

meeting to explain why they did not comply with the Special Permit, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

PUBLIC HEARING- Site Plan Approval and Special Permits- 136 Access Road- James 

Collin, Norwood Light Department; J.P. Parnas, Weston & Sampson 

The Norwood Light Department is proposing to renovate an existing building to be used as 

their new Light Department facility.  The Light Department is proposing to do a full building 

renovation, a new second floor office and mezzanine area, new building entryway with 

elevator shaft, as well as construction of parking areas, landscaping and utility upgrades.  
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The applicant requests a Special Permit to allow fewer parking spaces than required.  While 

the number of proposed parking spaces is below the requirement, the applicant stated that it 

will provide sufficient parking for the future use of the building. The applicant is also asking 

to reduce the required parking lot dimensions for spaces.     

Ms. Holmwood had concerns over the amount of the proposed blacktop and the landscape 

plan. She suggested to the applicant to extend the grass pavers from the back of the property to 

a portion of the front lots. 

Mr. Parnas said that they would look into doing this.   

The applicant is requesting a Special Permit to go below the minimum of 2% landscaping for 

the interior parking lot. The applicant is proposing 0 % as interior landscaping will obstruct 

operation and maneuverability of the light department vehicles; therefore, the applicant is 

requesting to waive this requirement.  

Ms. Holmwood stated that she would like the applicant to do more to improve the landscaping 

of the project as it is essentially a Town project and should be held to a higher standard. 

Mr. Paciorkowski had concerns over the width of the parking spaces. He believed that the 

proposed changes to 8.5’ in width would be too restrictive for the personal vehicles of 

employees. 

Mr. Parans explained that raising the width would reduce the number of parking spaces, but 

that perhaps they could make a portion larger in the employee parking lot. 

The hearing was opened up to the public.   

Joe Greeley had concerns over the impact on the neighborhood.  The public also wanted a 

crosswalk for employees as well as expressed interest in sharing the parking lot with the 

airport. 

David Hajjar wanted a “No right turn” sign on the property during certain hours as this was a 

requirement for the Verizon project near the proposed location.   

Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to write a letter to Town Engineer Mark Ryan and Public Safety 

Officer Stephen Begley to determine if a crosswalk should be created. 

Neighbors also had concerns over size of parking spaces. 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to send a letter to Mark Ryan about a crosswalk, 

seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro for a continuance of the Public Hearing for July 9, 2018 at 

7:15PM, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

PUBLIC HEARING- Major Project Special Permit, Construction of an 863 vehicle 

open lot storage facility- 84 Morse Street- David Hern Jr., Attorney; Michael Clemmey, 

Boch Automotive; James Susi, United Consultants 
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Mr. Sheehan asked Mr. Clemmey about existing zoning violation of cars stored at the 

Universal Technical Institute parking lot and at 63 Nahatan Street. He addressed a letter from 

the Building Inspector Mark Chubet regarding contacted Mr. Clemmey about removing these 

vehicles from these lots.  Mr. Clemmey stated that he will make sure that the cars are removed 

from these lots. 

Mr. Susi gave a detailed description of the Site Plan and what they were proposing. There 

would be three lots, one lot along Morse Street on the left side of Hawes Brook, one lot behind 

the “saint” streets and to the right of Hawes Brook, and the last lot on the south side of the 

Neponset River behind the existing building at 84 Morse Street. In total 858 spaces were 

proposed with 21 being for employee parking and the rest for storage. Access to the “saint” 

street side lot would be with a bridge crossing over Hawes Brook from the first smaller lot.  

He also provided an explanation of the vehicle delivery route car-carriers would need to take 

in order to access the site. The car-carriers would access the site by taking Boston-Providence 

Highway to Union Street in Walpole, turning right onto Washington Street in Norwood, then 

turning right from Washington onto Short Street which merges into Morse Street. Drop-off 

from the car-carriers would only occur at the lot with the existing building and then vehicles 

would be driven over to the other two lots individually. Cars being moved from the storage 

lots to the dealership lots would take a left out of their respective lot and up Morse Street to 

Boston-Providence Highway and then to their dealership.  

Ms. Webber, the applicant’s landscape architect, presented the projects proposed landscaping 

plan. This plan included five rain gardens and numerous trees and shrubs providing a buffer 

between the lots and Morse Street and the “saint” streets.  

Mr. Hern discussed a meeting they recently had with neighbors to address their concerns.  The 

neighbors had concerns with the removal of mature trees.  Neighbors of the property of also 

asked questions regarding the crossing of Hawes Brook and the proposed emergency access 

gate. Mr. Hern addressed the need for the emergency access gate and that the Fire and Police 

Departments would be able access to property through this gate with a key. 

The Planning Board has the right to require a traffic study if they feel it is necessary.  A traffic 

study will be able to show a narrative description as to how trucks will enter and leave 84 

Morse Street, how the cars will get to the two parking lots, how often the car carriers will 

make deliveries, how the cars will be transported to 84 Morse St., as well as state the turning 

radius and height of car carrier trucks. 

Mr. Sheehan asked what the material that is being used for pavement in regards to water 

drainage.  Mr. Susi stated that by using the recycled asphalt, the amount of runoff will 

decrease. 

Mr. Sheehan had concerns about the trucks turning into the property by coming from Union 

onto Washington Street and then Short Street. Mr. Paciorkowski reiterated this concern.   

Mr. Paciorkowski questioned whether or not Norwood needs more parking lots due to the 764 

parking spaces were approved in the last two and a half years.  Mr. Paciorkowski also stated 

that he would like to have a traffic expert come and look at whether a fully loaded car carrier 

can take the turns of the proposed truck route without crossing into oncoming traffic. 
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Mr. Halkiotis read his comments about the plan.  He had concerns about the buffer strip being 

25ft wide when the requirement is 50ft.  The applicant received a list of questions regarding 

traffic.  There are concerns of truck traffic on Short St. and Washington St.  An updated site 

plan should show labeling of fencing. The site plan also shows no information on the 

proposed bridge that crosses Hawes Brook.  Projects that require both Conservation 

Commission approval and Planning Board approval should occur simultaneously.  

Conservation Commission has not received a plan yet.  The location of street lights and 

parking lights are unknown.   

Mr. Paciorkowski expressed his concerns with the proposed buffer width. 

Mr. Porro asked if they have researched other areas to bring the cars in. 

The hearing was opened up to the public.  

Patty Bailey had concerns with flooding and landscape.  

Mr. Paciorkowski would like to see a study on contamination.  He also had questions as to 

who would be the final authority on the construction of the bridge. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the bridge would be Conservation and Planning Board.  The Board of 

Health would be notified if there was a contamination study. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro for a continuance of the Public Hearing to 7:45 PM on July 9, 

2018, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn the Planning Board Meeting, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 PM.  

Next Meeting: July 9, 2018 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
  


